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BILL SHUSTER COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

97H DISYRICY, PENNSYLVANIA SUBCOMMITYEE:
INTELLIQENCE, EMEAGING THAEATS

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION & Capatimse

AND INFRASTRUCTURE Congress of the TUnited States
Bouge of Repregentatives
UWashington, BC 20515-3809

May 16, 2014

Environmental Protection Agency
401 M Street, SW
Washington, DC 20024-2610

The attached communication is submitted for your consideration, and to ask that the
request made therein be complied with, if possible.

Any assistance you can offer in this matter would be greatly appreciated.

If additional details are required or if the information requested can be relayed over the
phone, please do not hesitate to contact my Chambersburg office at (717) 264-8308.

If you will advise me of your action in this matter and return your reply to me, T will
appreciate it,
Very Truly Yours,
BILL SHUSTER _
MEMBER OF CONGRESS
100 Lincoln Way East, Suite B

Chambersburg, PA 17201
(717) 264-8308

WES: nb
2209 RAYauAN HOuse Qrrice BULOING 310 PENN STREET 827 Water STREEY 100 Lincoun WAy EAST
WAEHINGTON, DC 20515~3809 Suite 200 Suire 3 Suite B
(202) 226-2431 HoLLIDaY&BURG, PA 16648 INDlanA, PA 15701 CraMBERSBURG, PA 17201
Fax: (202) 226-2486 (800) 864-3035 {724) 483-0518 1717} 264-8308

(814) 696-6318 Fax;{724) 463-0518 Fax: {717) 264-0269
Fax: (214) 696-872¢

www,shutier.nouse.gov
www.lacebaok.com/rep.shuetar
WwW.Iwirar.com/repbillshusler
www.youlube.com/répshuster
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. SUBJECT/PROBLEM!

In accordance with Title 5, Section 552a of the United States Code, I hereby authorize

=2

Congressman Bill Shuster to request assistance on my behalf from the
: (NAME OF AGENCY)

in conneotion with my abovesmeationed subject/problem, and authorize discussion of my

records with Congressman Shuster and/or his representative for a period of one year from

tha.datc below:

ADDRESS: M_Q_A_—

SIGNATURE: . DATE: S—(—( Y

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: ISR
DATE OF BIRTE: ) 6) E(b) (6)

Please complete this form end fnclude a brigf explanation of your problam, then mail to!

Congressman Bill Shuster
100 Lincoln Way East, Suite B
Chambersburg, PA 17201

Phone — 717-264-8308 Fax—717-264-0269
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Environmental Health

MRSA Infection Found in Communities Near
Pig Farms

SEPTEMBER 26, 2013 by EDITOR In ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH, FEATURED, ONE HEALTR,
PUBLIC HEALTH, RESEARGH NEWS, RURAL HEALTH

Evidence of links between large-scale anlmal-rearing practices and human health in
neighboring communities continues to accumuiate.

By Stephanie Soucheray

On Oct. 18 and 19, the North Carolina Environmental Justice Network will hold its 15th
annual meeting in Whitakers to discuss unsafe agricultural practices in poor, rural and
black communities across the state.

While the NCEJN has been
cohcerned with issues such as
dumping, factory farms and clean
water, Executive Director Gary Grant
said that this year they'll also be
discussing agricultural iliness in front
of a government listening panel.

There's good reason for concern.

Magnifled view of methlyclllin-resistant
Staphlycoccus aureus (MRSA). Image
courtesy the Centers for Diseage
Control and Prevention.

l.ast month, UNC researchers
published in the online jounal PLoS
One the rasuits of a study, “Livestock-
Associated Methicillin and Multidrug
Resistant Staphylococcus aureus ls

- Prasent among Industrial, Not
Antibiotic-Free Livestock Operation Workers in North Carolina.”

hitp://www .northcarolinahealthnews.org/2013/09/2S/mrsa-infection-found-in-nc-communi... 3/20/2014
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They found that factory-farm workers wera much more likely to have colonized MRSA
(present In nasal swabs) than workers who worked on antibiotic-free farms.

Now a new study from John Hopkins University further describes the connection
between factory farms and MRSA.

The study, “High-density livestock operations, crop field application of manure, and the
risk of community-assoclated methicliin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus infection in
Pennsylvania,” published this week in JAMA Internal Medicine, shows that there is an
“environmental pathway" that MRSA follows in communities near high-density swine-
production facilities.

*We found that in a general
population in Pennsylvania,
people with a higher exposure to
high-density swine production
were at an increased risk of
communlty-associated MRSA
Infection and skin and soft-tissue
infection,” said Joan Casey, a lead
author of the study. “This risk was
about both the livestock
operations where the animals live Aerial photo of a field near a hog CAFO on

and about the crop fields where which animal waste s being sprayed, Duplin
manure was spread.”’ and Jones county, 2003. Photo courtesy

Soclally Responsible Agricultural Project, flickr
The John Hopkins study is the first creative commons

to link factory farming to MRSA

infection, not just colonization, and

Casey sald the UNC and JHU studiaes both suggest that these types of farming
practices are bad for public health.

“While we did not demonstrate every step in the causal chain from farm to infection,
we do believe that the association is plausible,” sald Casey. “Thers is cartalnly an
environmental pathway.”

Like the UNC study, the JHU study implicates the overuse of antibiotics in industrial-
farmed animals as being a risk factor for MRSA. Animals are given what's known as
*sub-therapeutic” amounts of antibiotics in their feed and water supply to stave off

lliness, rather than to treat en acute infection, The majority of the antiblotics glven to

http://www.northearolinahealthnews.org/2013/09/25/mrsa-infection-found-in-nc-communi... 3/20/2014
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animals in these situations are not absorbed, and instead are passed through to the
animal's manure.

That manure Is applied 1o crop fields, and neighboring residential communities,
according to Casey, are at a greater risk for community-assaciated MRSA, health care
-associated MRSA and skin and soft-tissue infections.

Casey’s study looked at 1,639 patients with community-associated MRSA, 1,335 with
health care-associated MRSA, 2,895 with skin and soft-tissue infections and 2,914
healthy controls patients in a Pennsylvania health care system between 2005 and
2010.

Higher swine manure exposure meant an increased likelihood of all MRSA infections,
and even just living near a high-density swine livestock operation resuited In an
increased risk for community-associated MRSA.

Steve Wing, who co-authored UNC's study, said JHU's study further illustrated the
problem with giving farm animals antibiotics.

“This is an important finding about a problem, the sub-therapeutic use of antibiotics,
that's been recognized a long time,” he said.

Wing sald that the findings In the
study should be a concem to
people in North Carolina who live
near high-density farms.

“Eastem North Carolina has the
densest livestock production, but
it's also one of the poorest areas
In the state," he sald.

Unlike In the JHU study, which
benefitad from combing a large

- Gary Grant of the Tillery (N.C.) People’s insurance database for
Clinic and the North Carolina information on MRSA infection,
- Environmental Justice Network at a . many people In the Eastern par{
community forum in 2006. Photo courtesy - of the state are uninsured, so
of NIEHS ' - Wing said it would be difficult to

hitp://www.northcarolinahealthnews.org/2013/09/25/mrsa-infection-found-in-nc-communi... 3/20/2014
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obtain accurate information about MRSA infection rates.

He also sald that while rasearch like this is important, it often does little to change
policy. The sub-therapeutic use of antibiotics has been banned in Europe for years,
but a bill that would do the same in the States has failed to get passed In Congress.

“It takes a lot more Invelvement by the public to change policy," said Wing. *The public
is wha's affected by this.”

Grant said he's baen concerned about farming practices and community health since
the early 1990s.

“In the beginning, many of these communities [where large farms are jocated]
depended on well water, so runoff was a huge concern,” Grant sald,

He said that 20 years ago, it was (egal for counlies fo pass individual ordinances on
farming practices, but the most recent Generaf Assembly passed legislation that
makes it easier for the state to override them.

Though Grant doesn’t have hard data on MRSA In North Carolina, he sald sick
communities do exist In rural pockats of the state.

“We are aware of it, and still trying to help communities get organized around the
Issue,” he said.

‘http://www.northcarolinahealthnews.org/2013/09/25/mrsa-infection-found-in-nc-communl... - 3/20/2014
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Ywaiye Hog heaven? Shudy finds farge hog farma (ower propertyalnes
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—HeREALES Hog heaven? Study finds large hog

—Medicare farms lower property values

Saturday, June 07, 2003
i By Don Hopey, Post-Gazette Staff Writer

{ Factory-scale hog farms, where hundreds or even thousands of porkers
produce piles and piles of mamure, pollnte Water and air and are among the
worst of neighbors, according to a land-use study by Penn State researchers.

Getaways
LG The study, released yesterday as the third annual Sustainable Hog Farming
" post-gazetts com  Summit convened in Gettysburg, found that allowing a medium- or-largeescale

Headlines fictory farm o set up shop nears residential area lowers nearby property -
Dy E-mail _ vales by more than $1,800; Using the same property for a traditional farm
actually increases the velue of nearby properties,

Only landfifs have a worse efeetomasiimcers property values, according to
the study of Berks County property values,

The study was conducted by Richard Ready and Charles Abdalla of Perm
State's Agricultural and Environmeutal Economics Department and sponsored
by Citizens for Permsylvania's Future.

The study found that a sewage treatment plant has a Jess depressing effect on
nearby housing prices than a factory farmmg operation.

'"The Penn State study is more evidence that local cammunities and residents .
mst be allowed to protect. thenselves: from fictory fians,” said Jan Jarzett,
PemmFuhwe's outreach director, who is attending the summiit of envirornrental
leaders, fasmers, rural comumnity leaders, restavrant owners and chefs.

Jarrett said proposed state legislation that would limit or prohibit local covnty
or mynicipal control of factory-farm locations would take away any control
comnumities have over the massive meat factorics.

‘Rural communities need the ability to enact common-sense regulations to
protect residents' health, peace of mind, quality of life and property values,"

hitpe/iotd. post-g ezette.conmvhesl thedl encal2003060Thag sanviran1pt.asp 12
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Hog heaven? Study finds larg e hog farms lower property velues
she saud.

In Pennsylvania, there are 1,000 high-density pig, cow or chicken farns, also
kmown as Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations, already operating in 25
counties,

The biggest is in Perry County, and the most can be found in Lancaster,
Lebanon and Berks counties. More than 135 are big enough to tequire their
own water-quality poliution permits.

One hog excretes nearly 3 gallons of waste per day, or 2.5 times the average
human’s daily total. A 3,000-s0w hog factory will produce about 25 tons of
raw mamue a day.

Accosding

oection Agency, hog, chickexraod

catﬂehas pelluted 35006*u1hs'ofnvers i 22 states and contaminated. -

groundwater in 17 states.

Bighog fams cmko'prééwe dangerous levels. of such noxious gases as -
hydregen-sulfide; smmomnia and rethaney and: intenser edors that have-been
detected more than fovrmikes fronrthe site: /

The study found that open space -- mcluding forested acreage and grass,
pasture and cropland -- located within a quarter-mile of @ house had the
largest positive effect on the value of that property.

The summit in Gettysburg is bemg held to promote sustainable farming and
B to-market fanily farm initiatives, and to discuss the impacts of mdustrial-
scale hog confinement and production practices on rural commamities, human
health, animal health and the eavironment,

Don Hopey can be reached at dhopey@post-gazette.com or 412-263-
1983.
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